
 

 

w w w . f i l m b a s e . i e   

 
NB DEADLINE EXTENDED UNTIL 31ST OCTOBER 2008 

 
 

NEW AND EMERGING IRISH FILMMAKERS AND COMPOSERS ARE  
INVITED TO APPLY FOR A FILM-SCORING WORKSHOP WITH THE  

RTÉ CONCERT ORCHESTRA 
 
Following the success of previous film-scoring workshops the Irish Music Rights 
Organisation (IMRO) and the RTÉ Concert Orchestra in association with Filmbase, 
FÁS Screen Training Ireland and the Contemporary Music Centre plan to bring 
together the very best in emerging Irish filmmakers and music composers to work on 
a collaborative project. 
  
Irish filmmakers and composers are being given the opportunity to apply for up to 
four places on a one-day recording session in RTÉ studios in 2009.  At this session 
original scores created by the composers for the filmmakers will be performed and 
recorded by the RTÉ Concert Orchestra.   
 
By working together on creating an original score for the submitted film projects, this 
initiative will provide budding filmmakers and composers a valuable opportunity to 
enhance their skills with hands-on experience in a vital aspect of film post-
production.  It is also a rare opportunity to have a score composed for and recorded 
by a full orchestra.  
 
Submissions are currently being invited from filmmakers and composers for this 
project.  The closing date for receipt of submissions from Filmmakers is 12 noon 
Friday 31st of October 2008.  Filmmakers should send their application to Filmbase 
in Temple Bar.  Composers should send their application to the Irish Music Rights 
Organisation (IMRO).   
 
FILM APPLICANTS: 
Submitted film projects for the award should require original scored music totaling 
between three and five minutes.  Ideally the film should have a maximum duration of 
10 - 12 minutes and should be close to or have completed picture lock.  Up to four 
films will be selected for inclusion in the project.  Further information is available on 
the Filmbase website at www.filmbase.ie/awards.  
 
COMPOSER APPLICANTS: 
Applications from composers who would like to participate in this project are 
currently being sought.  Because of the limited number of places available there are 
a number of qualifying criteria for those wishing to take part. 
 
1. Previous experience of scoring to picture (short film/advertisements etc). 
2. Proficient music notation ability, preferably training to 3rd level standard. 
3. The ability to score for full orchestra is essential. 
 
A total of 4 composers will be selected for inclusion in the project. 
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Successful applicants will be notified by 30th September.  The chosen filmmakers 
will be assigned a composer who will score original music for their project during 
November / December 2008.  Completed scores must be submitted to IMRO by 5th 
January 2009; the work will be performed and recorded by the RTÉ Concert 
Orchestra early in 2009.   
 
Guidelines and application forms for filmmakers are available from the Filmbase 
website at www.filmbase.ie/awards.  NB the closing date for Filmmakers’ 
submissions is 12 noon Friday 31st of October 2008.   
 
 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Clare Creely at Filmbase on 01 679 6716 or email admin@filmbase.ie 
Or  
Keith Johnson at IMRO on Keith.Johnson@imro.ie 
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APPLICATION GUIDELINES FOR FILMMAKERS  
 
Please read the following guidelines carefully 
 
Filmmakers are invited to submit a short film or film excerpt from a longer project (eg 
pilot) for which the selected composers will create up to 3 – 5 minutes max. of 
original score.  All categories of film will be accepted e.g. live-action drama, 
animation, documentary, experimental, etc).   
 
Ideally, the film projects submitted should be close to completion on editing, but un-
sound edited/mixed. The use of temp tracks or “mood music” where score is 
required would also be useful for illustration purposes. 
 
If projects submitted are not fully picture locked edits, applicants must be in a 
position to confirm that a fully edited and final version of the film will be available to 
the composer in November. Projects which cannot meet this deadline are asked not 
to submit. 
 
 
 
Please note: 
- Proposals for projects which have not yet been shot will not be accepted. 
- Films that have already been fully completed with original score will not be 

accepted. 
 
 
 
 
Selection Criteria: 
In making their decisions, the panel will consider the following criteria: 
 
- The genuine needs of each film for original score 
- The impact an orchestral score will have in raising the quality of the film 
- The scope of the material to provide a useful opportunity for composers to input 

creatively with the project 
- The potential for each film to contribute to the professional development of the 

filmmakers and composers involved 
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The Application: 
� Filmmakers’ Application materials must be submitted to Filmbase by 12 noon 

Friday 31st of October 2008.   
 
� Application Material must include Two Copies of the following: 

- Short film or film extract on DVD (max. 10-12 minutes in duration)  
- CVs of principles (eg director, producer, writer) 
- Full cast list  
- Full crew list 
- Outline statement from filmmaker as to where and how the original music will 

be required and utilized (use of temp music / score would be encouraged) 
- If applicable, a brief outline of where sources other than original score will be 

used 
- Completed application form (one copy only) 

 
 
NB. Please do not send in unique or irreplaceable material. Filmbase will not be 
responsible for any such material. 
 
 
 
 
 
� Filmmaker applicants for the award must be fully paid up members of Filmbase 

as of the deadline date.   
 
� All projects will be viewed and a shortlist drawn up of approximately ten projects.  

The shortlisted applicants will be invited to attend an interview at Filmbase.   
 
� Up to four projects will be chosen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 


